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Abstract: Communal, collegial spaces for undergraduates to share their research 
enrich student experience and academic development in the humanities, arts, and 
social sciences .
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On a given Friday, once a month around lunch time, our Humanities Center’s seminar room is taken over by half a dozen or more under-
graduates, three of whom are presenting their research that day . In the room, 
also, are a few members of the honors program team, one of whom serves as 
moderator and timekeeper, as well as a number of faculty who are mentoring 
these research projects . When everyone takes their seats and the room qui-
ets, what ensues is something unusual: ninety minutes of rich and engaging 
conversation, all based on the audience’s reflections on the three undergradu-
ate research projects . More unusual yet: none of the students earn credit for 
attending .
The Undergraduate Research Seminar, a collaborative effort between the 
University of Kansas Honors Program and our campus Humanities Center, 
is modeled after professional seminars designed to bring faculty and gradu-
ate students together once a month to share their works in progress on a 
common theme . While our undergraduate research seminars do not have 
a common theme, the seminar’s key word is always “collegiality .” We invite 
students to share their research project at any point in the research process 
with the hope that students can receive constructive critical feedback in a 
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safe environment while engaging in a rich exchange of ideas on a topic that 
really matters to them .
Student-presenters volunteer to share their works in progress . While some 
audience members and presenters may be encouraged to attend by instruc-
tors in required capstone courses, most participants are lured by free food and 
the opportunity to support a friend . Presenters are encouraged to prepare a 
five- to ten-minute presentation with visual aids, usually PowerPoint, in order 
to accommodate multiple learning styles . Our guidelines discourage use of 
jargon as well as minute development of overly specialized arguments . Pre-
senters are instead encouraged to describe salient aspects of their research in 
terms that can be understood by students outside their field of study . They are 
asked to think about what the audience needs to know about their project in 
order to engage in a conversation about it, ask questions, or provide construc-
tive feedback .
The most effective presentation in recent memory was given by a stu-
dent in art history, whose research project was to identify the origin in time 
and space of an unmarked statue of the Virgin and child, found in the col-
lection of the Spencer Museum of Art, our university’s art museum . After 
providing some methodological background in the ways that art historians 
conduct research, this student guided us through a number of images, testing 
her hypotheses as she went . Not only did the presenter leave with new ideas 
to incorporate into her project and new directions for further investigation, 
but her audience left enlightened in the methods that art historians employ to 
conduct their research and impressed by the breadth of knowledge exhibited 
by their undergraduate peer .
Though most presenters are members of the honors program, it is not a 
requirement for participation . The event serves young researchers in and out 
of honors by giving them the opportunity to share their work in progress in a 
collegial environment, thereby empowering them to be well-equipped to do 
so in a larger venue where the stakes are higher . The Undergraduate Research 
Seminar is neither a course that students take for credit nor a course require-
ment; it is a unique opportunity for students to engage in the research process 
for free either as a witness or a presenter . The Undergraduate Research Semi-
nar is also an important contribution to the University of Kansas community 
and a way for the honors program to be more visible to faculty in the Hall 
Center for the Humanities, a space where honors is seldom present .
Opportunities for undergraduates to engage in research in the humani-
ties, the social science, and the arts are far too rare . Opportunities for the few 
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who are engaged in research in these areas to share their findings, not to men-
tion their works in progress, are even more uncommon . The University of 
Kansas Honors Program took the lead in creating a seminar to fill this gap, 
and once a month at the lunch hour, we are amazed by the results .
__________________________________________________________
The author may be contacted at
adotter@jccc.edu.
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